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SECTION 4(f) DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY (DOA) Checklist: Loxahatchee Groves Park

SR 80 Widening Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study
Financial Management No: 419345-1-22-01
From: CR 880 (MP 0.228)
To: Forest Hill Boulevard (8.940)

Alternatives Maps: Loxahatchee Groves Park is located on the north side of Southern Boulevard
(SR 80), six miles west of Florida’s Turnpike, between E and F Roads. The park is located within
the Town of Loxahatchee Groves. Please see Attachment 1 that shows the location of
Loxahatchee Groves Park (hereafter referenced as “Park”) and its relation to the No-Build
Alternative as well as Build Alternatives 1 and 2. In summary, both Build Alternatives propose
the same improvements; however, Build Alternative 2 results in the road being closer to the
Park.

Park size: The Park size is: 12.19 hectares or 30.12 acres.

Park Ownership: The property is owned and operated by Palm Beach County and located within
the Town of Loxahatchee Groves (see Attachment 2). Palm Beach County is the agency with
jurisdiction over the park. The land was acquired in 1980 and was opened to the public on July
7, 1984,

Park Activities: Activities available within the Park include: an equestrian trail, exercise course,
open playfield, parking, picnic area with two picnic pavilions, restrooms, playground with play
structures (ages 5-12 years), one baseball field and one mile of scenic trail. See Attachment 3
for Park activity information obtained from the Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation
Department’s (PBCPRD) website. Since 1990, the Palm Beach County Chamber of Commerce
has leased 1.34 acres of the property for their building. This building is located within the Park
fronting F Road.

Existing and Planned Park Facilities: Please see Attachment 4 for a description and location of
the existing and planned facilities. During a Section 4(f) coordination meeting between the
PBCPRD and Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) on June 1, 2011, the County stated
that a community center and tennis courts are proposed for this Park (see Attachment 5 for a
summary of this meeting). However, these improvements are currently not funded.

Park Access: This Park is classified as “Community” with operating hours from sunrise to sunset.
Pedestrian access is available from SR 80 while pedestrian and vehicular access points are
available on SR 80, E Road, and F Road.

Park Usage: PBCPRD does not have data on the number of visitors, but is in the process of
collecting that information.

Relationship to other similarly used lands in the vicinity: There are no other lands being
similarly used in the vicinity. The Park is located south of large equestrian oriented single family
homes, north of SR 80 and the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) C-51 Canal.
There are vacant parcels east and west of this location that currently have commercial zoning
designations.
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Unusual Characteristics of the Section 4(f) Property that Either Reduce or Enhance the Value of
All or Part of the Property: Enhancements: a) one mile of scenic trails through a natural upland
forested community; b) natural areas co-exist with active uses such as playgrounds and sports
fields (baseball, football/soccer); combining both active and passive uses. Reductions: Per
PBCPRD, there are no unusual characteristics about the Park that reduce its value.

Applicable Clause Affecting Ownership, such as Lease, Easements, Covenants, Restrictions, or
Conditions, Including Foreclosure: The property is owned by Palm Beach County and is
currently zoned Public Ownership. Per PBCPRD, there are no easements, covenants,
restrictions, or conditions (including forfeiture) affecting ownership. As mentioned in Item No.
4, the Chamber of Commerce leases 1.34 acres of the property. This lease expires September
23, 2038. The County stated this road project will not affect that lease.

Direct Use of the Park: Direct use of the Park property is not anticipated as construction will not
permanently or temporarily extend into the property.

Indirect or Constructive Use of the Park: A Noise Study Report was prepared for the PD&E
Study to determine the potential noise impact to the Loxahatchee Groves Park from the No
Build and two (2) Build Alternatives. Based on the results of the noise analysis, noise impacts
will not occur as a result of Build Alternative 1, but will occur as a result of Build Alternative 2.
As Build Alternative 1 is the Preferred Alternative, a constructive use of this park will not occur.
However, temporary constructive use during construction may occur as a result of increased
noise and vibration levels from Build Alternative 1. These uses may affect nature watching and
access by equestrians, bicycles, and pedestrians during construction. FDOT will implement all
measures to minimize temporary impacts to the Park and its visitors during construction.

Based on the coordination between the FDOT and the PBCPRD, the County prefers Build
Alternative 1 because it provides a wider buffer between the Park and the road (see the
Attachment 6 for the confirmation letter from PBCPRD). The County stated that the proposed
project will not impact Park features or attributes and the project is consistent with the
designated use of the property. PBCPRD has agreed to work with the FDOT during this PD&E
Study.

Statement of Significance from the Official Having Jurisdiction over the Park: As mentioned in
Iltem No. 8, PBCPRD does not operate a Park facility in the vicinity of this Park; making this
facility significant to the local residents.



ATTACHMENT 1:

Loxahatchee Grove Park Location and Relation to the No-Build Alternative and
Build Alternatives 1 and 2

































ATTACHMENT 2:

Loxahatchee Groves Park Ownership Information
(Obtained from the Palm Beach County Property Appraiser’s Office)









ATTACHMENT 3:

Loxahatchee Grove Park Activity Information









ATTACHMENT 4:

Loxahatchee Grove Park Existing Facilities and Proposed Improvements






ATTACHMENT 5:

Section 4(f) Coordination Meeting Summary — Loxahatchee Groves Park
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site pond locations. Build Alternative 2 will require a small amount of acquisition for the road widening as
well as for the offsite ponds. Neither Build Alternative proposes any acquisition from the park.

5. Build Alternative 2 results in the road being closer to the park, so PBCPRD inquired about the projected
noise level in this area as a result. The FDOT stated a noise study is currently being performed and those
results will be provided once available.

6. Except for the above, PBCPRD did not have additional questions. The County felt that, overall, the
proposed project should not adversely impact this park.

PBCPRD provided the following information:

e A community center and tennis courts are proposed in the future; but are not currently funded. Impacts to
these facilities are not expected since park access will be maintained. Further coordination between
PBCPRD and FDOT during final design is needed to ensure that the internal park roads remain outside the
project limits.

e The County does not have data on the current number of park users, but is in the process of collecting it.
There are approximately 30 parking spaces as well as two picnic pavilions, one playground, one softball
field, and scenic trails; all of which are available to the public.

e Loxahatchee Groves Park is the only County-owned Park in the vicinity of the corridor. Park facilities
exist within existing residential communities south of the C-51 Canal.

®  There are no unusual characteristics about the park that reduces its value.

e The park is currently under “Public Ownership”. While there are a few conservation easements (CE)
within the park, none are close to SR 80. The County’s current lease with the Palm Beach County
Chamber of Commerce is not impacted by the proposed road project.

® Mr. Granowitz and Ms. Mathews stated they will present the project information to Park staff on Monday,
June 6, 2011. Based on this presentation, PBCPRD will determine if there is a possible impact. After this
meeting, the County will provide FDOT a letter stating no impact is anticipated by the end of June, if
applicable. A sample letter was provided to the County by the FDOT.

Then, the meeting adjourned.
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ATTACHMENT 6:

Letter from the Official with Jurisdiction over Loxahatchee Groves Park
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June 28, 2011

Ms. Lynn Kelley, Senior Environmental Specialist
Planning and Environmental Management
Florida Department of Transportation

3400 West Commercial Boulevard

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309

Subject: Roadway Improvement in the Vicinity of Loxahatchee Groves Park

Dear Ms. Kelley:

This letter is to provide you with general information about Loxahatchee Groves
Park with respect to the proposed State Road 80 widening from four to six lanes
sponsored by the Florida Department of Transportation, District 4 (FDOT). We
understand that in January of 2010, this project entered the Project Development
and Environmental (PD&E) phase which requires FDOT to investigate potential
project-related environmental impacts associated with several alternatives
including “no-build”. We have prepared the following information regarding
Loxahatchee Groves Park for your use:

1. Location of the affected Section 4(f) property - Loxahatchee Groves Park is
located on the north side of Southern Blvd, six miles west of the Florida Turnpike
between “E” Road and “F” Road in the newly formed Town of Loxahatchee
Groves. PCN: 41-41-43-17-01-906-0040. See attached location map.

2. Size and history of the affected 4(f) property — The Loxahatchee Groves
property was acquired in 1980 and encompasses 30.12 acres. The County
opened the park to the public on July 7, 1984. See attached survey.

3. Ownership and type of 4(f) property — The resource is a County owned and
operated park, which serves as a recreational resource for nearby residents.
Palm Beach County is the agency with jurisdiction over the park.

4. Function of available activities on the property — Loxahatchee Groves Park
features one baseball field, an equestrian trail, exercise course, open playfield,
picnic area with grills, two group picnhic shelters, a playground and restroom.

5. Access and usage — Loxahatchee Groves Park is accessible from three
entrance driveways, i.e., on State Road 80, “E” Road and “F” Road.




6. Relationship to other similarly used lands in the vicinity — Loxahatchee
Groves Park is located south of large lot equestrian oriented single family homes,
north of State Road 80 and the South Florida Water Management's C-15 Canal
with vacant parcels having commercial zoning situated both east and west of the
park.

7. Applicable Clause affecting the ownership - There are no easements,
covenants, restrictions, or conditions (including forfeiture) affecting the park
ownership. Since 1990, Palm Beach County has leased 1.34 acres of land within
Loxahatchee Groves Park to the Palms West Chamber of Commerce, Inc., and
the current Lease Agreement has an expiration date of September 23, 2038.

8. Whenever a potential constructive use is identified include a description
of the attributes or features of the Section 4(f) property which may be
sensitive to proximity impacts along with a discussion and evaluation of
project activities which may result in proximity impacts to the resource —
Because the proposed project essentially entails widening of the existing
roadway, and direct and constructive use impacts are anticipated to be of a
temporary. nature, lasting only for the duration of construction. Such temporary
impacts would be likely to include increased noise and vibration levels from
construction equipment and machinery that could affect nature watching, or
disrupt equestrians, and cyclists and pedestrian’'s access to the park from
surrounding neighborhoods. The proposed project will not impact the features
or attributes of the park. The project is consistent with the designated use of the
property and all measures to minimize harm to the park will be taken by FDOT.

The Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation Department has agreed to work
in association with FDOT on this PD&E Study. On June 1, 2011, Palm Beach
County Parks and Recreation Department staff met with representatives from
FDOT, and Corzo, Castella, Carballo, Thompson, Salman, PA (C3TS).
FDOT/C3TS explained the difference between Build Alternative 1, which widens
the road from four to six lanes and adds a 12-ft shared use multi-purpose path
and Build Alternative 2, which proposes the same improvements, but results in
the road being located closer to the park.

The Parks and Recreation Department prefers Build Alternative 1 because the
edge of pavement is 61’ from the beginning of the proposed multi-purpose path
versus 36’ under Build Alternative 2. Build Alternative 1 results in a wider buffer
between the travel lanes and both the multi-purpose path and the park.

Please feel free to contact Jean Matthews, Senior Planner at 561-966-6652 if

you have any questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

So

Eric CaW

Parks and Recreation Department




