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SECTION 4(f) DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY (DOA) Checklist:  Loxahatchee Groves Park 

SR 80 Widening Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study 
Financial Management No: 419345-1-22-01 

From: CR 880 (MP 0.228) 
To: Forest Hill Boulevard (8.940) 

 
1)   Alternatives Maps:  Loxahatchee Groves Park is located on the north side of Southern Boulevard 

(SR 80), six miles west of Florida’s Turnpike, between E and F Roads.  The park is located within 
the Town of Loxahatchee Groves.  Please see Attachment 1 that shows the location of 
Loxahatchee Groves Park (hereafter referenced as “Park”) and its relation to the No-Build 
Alternative as well as Build Alternatives 1 and 2.  In summary, both Build Alternatives propose 
the same improvements; however, Build Alternative 2 results in the road being closer to the 
Park. 

 
2)   Park size:  The Park size is: 12.19 hectares or 30.12 acres. 
 
3) Park Ownership:  The property is owned and operated by Palm Beach County and located within 

the Town of Loxahatchee Groves (see Attachment 2).  Palm Beach County is the agency with 
jurisdiction over the park.  The land was acquired in 1980 and was opened to the public on July 
7, 1984. 

 
4) Park Activities:  Activities available within the Park include: an equestrian trail, exercise course, 

open playfield, parking, picnic area with two picnic pavilions, restrooms, playground with play 
structures (ages 5-12 years), one baseball field and one mile of scenic trail.   See Attachment 3 
for Park activity information obtained from the Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation 
Department’s (PBCPRD) website.  Since 1990, the Palm Beach County Chamber of Commerce 
has leased 1.34 acres of the property for their building.  This building is located within the Park 
fronting F Road.   

 
5) Existing and Planned Park Facilities:  Please see Attachment 4 for a description and location of 

the existing and planned facilities.  During a Section 4(f) coordination meeting between the 
PBCPRD and Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) on June 1, 2011, the County stated 
that a community center and tennis courts are proposed for this Park (see Attachment 5 for a 
summary of this meeting).  However, these improvements are currently not funded.   

 
6) Park Access:  This Park is classified as “Community” with operating hours from sunrise to sunset.  

Pedestrian access is available from SR 80 while pedestrian and vehicular access points are 
available on SR 80, E Road, and F Road. 

 
7) Park Usage:  PBCPRD does not have data on the number of visitors, but is in the process of 

collecting that information.  
 
8) Relationship to other similarly used lands in the vicinity:  There are no other lands being 

similarly used in the vicinity.  The Park is located south of large equestrian oriented single family 
homes, north of SR 80 and the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) C-51 Canal.  
There are vacant parcels east and west of this location that currently have commercial zoning 
designations. 
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9) Unusual Characteristics of the Section 4(f) Property that Either Reduce or Enhance the Value of 

All or Part of the Property:  Enhancements: a) one mile of scenic trails through a natural upland 
forested community; b) natural areas co-exist with active uses such as playgrounds and sports 
fields (baseball, football/soccer); combining both active and passive uses.  Reductions: Per 
PBCPRD, there are no unusual characteristics about the Park that reduce its value. 

 
10. Applicable Clause Affecting Ownership, such as Lease, Easements, Covenants, Restrictions, or 

Conditions, Including Foreclosure:  The property is owned by Palm Beach County and is 
currently zoned Public Ownership.  Per PBCPRD, there are no easements, covenants, 
restrictions, or conditions (including forfeiture) affecting ownership.  As mentioned in Item No. 
4, the Chamber of Commerce leases 1.34 acres of the property.  This lease expires September 
23, 2038.  The County stated this road project will not affect that lease.   

 
11. Direct Use of the Park:  Direct use of the Park property is not anticipated as construction will not 

permanently or temporarily extend into the property. 
 
12. Indirect or Constructive Use of the Park:  A Noise Study Report was prepared for the PD&E 

Study to determine the potential noise impact to the Loxahatchee Groves Park from the No 
Build and two (2) Build Alternatives.  Based on the results of the noise analysis, noise impacts 
will not occur as a result of Build Alternative 1, but will occur as a result of Build Alternative 2.  
As Build Alternative 1 is the Preferred Alternative, a constructive use of this park will not occur.  
However, temporary constructive use during construction may occur as a result of increased 
noise and vibration levels from Build Alternative 1.  These uses may affect nature watching and 
access by equestrians, bicycles, and pedestrians during construction.  FDOT will implement all 
measures to minimize temporary impacts to the Park and its visitors during construction. 
 
Based on the coordination between the FDOT and the PBCPRD, the County prefers Build 
Alternative 1 because it provides a wider buffer between the Park and the road (see the 
Attachment 6 for the confirmation letter from PBCPRD).  The County stated that the proposed 
project will not impact Park features or attributes and the project is consistent with the 
designated use of the property.   PBCPRD has agreed to work with the FDOT during this PD&E 
Study. 

 
13. Statement of Significance from the Official Having Jurisdiction over the Park:  As mentioned in 

Item No. 8, PBCPRD does not operate a Park facility in the vicinity of this Park; making this 
facility significant to the local residents.   

  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 1: 
 

Loxahatchee Grove Park Location and Relation to the No-Build Alternative and 
Build Alternatives 1 and 2 

  























 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 2: 
 

Loxahatchee Groves Park Ownership Information 
(Obtained from the Palm Beach County Property Appraiser’s Office) 

 
  







 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 3: 
 

Loxahatchee Grove Park Activity Information 
  







 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 4: 

Loxahatchee Grove Park Existing Facilities and Proposed Improvements 

 
 
 
 
 

  





 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 5: 
 

Section 4(f) Coordination Meeting Summary – Loxahatchee Groves Park 
 

  







 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 6: 
 

Letter from the Official with Jurisdiction over Loxahatchee Groves Park 






